BOARD OF REGENTS  [Seelion

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

October 24, 2008

RECOMMENDATION

PARSONS CENTER PROJECT

ACTION REQUESTED:

[t is recommended that the Board of Regents accept and place on file information related to the
University’s operational and construction plans for the Parsons Center.

STAFF SUMMARY:

EMU’s proposal for creation of the Parsons Center was accepted in 2001. Now, after several
years which included development of a comprehensive site plan and trust-related legal delays,
the University is excited that it can proceed in realizing the vision of Jean Parsons’ award.

As noted in the attached summary, the University is planning a $2 million investment in the
Almira Township, Michigan site including construction of three new facilities (dining hall,
classroom/lab, and six-room lodge). Once completed, EMU students, faculty, and staff will
utilize the Parsons Center for a variety of purposes including classes, workshops, seminars, and
retreats. The primary program users will be the Art, Biology, and Psychology departments
although interdisciplinary classes are planned and other programs such as Historic Preservation
and Creative Writing may also utilize the facilities. Day use by EMU Traverse City classes and
workshops and lectures for the community are also planned.

Construction services were first bid in 2004 and were re-bid in August. Construction is planned
to begin immediately.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

Funding for the $2 million project is provided by the Parsons Trust and the Parsons Campus fund
— no University General Fund support is required for this investment. Ongoing operating and
maintenance costs will be included in the University’s General Fund budget.

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION:

The proposed action has been reviewed and is recommended for Board approval.

Uni(rers‘ny Executive Officer Date
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